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< The good memory of a man that Allah retains among
¢ people is better than the property which others
inherit from him. (Sermon 23)
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One who is soft-hearted can retain the love of his
<% people for good. (Sermon 23)
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o2 Flee unto Allah from His wrath. (Sermon 24)
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3? Certainly, disobeying the advice of a kind, 2
(: knowledgeable and experienced counsellor brings about A
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s disappointment and results in regret. (Sermon 35)
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& you like one whom bounty does not make proud. “
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“, He illuminated the flames for the seekers of light. o
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.« Are those in the prime of their youth waiting for the »,
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«¢ Fortunate is he who takes lesson from others. %,
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"L He is on that level of conviction which is like the
2% brightness of the sun. (Sermon 85)
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“L  Weigh yourselves before you are weighed. (Sermon 88)
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Secure light from the flame of the lamp of such an
adviser who practices what he preaches. (Sermon 103)
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Advise others not to commit sin and abstain from it
yourself, because you are ordered to first abstain from
sin and then to persuade others to do the same.
(Sermon 103)
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When one excessively loves a thing, it blinds him and
sickens his heart. (Sermon 107)
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We praise Him for whatever He takes or gives, or
whatever He grants us or tries us with. (Sermon 130)
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Those who do not commit sins and have been gifted
with safety (from sins) should show mercy towards
sinners and other disobedient people. (Sermon 138)
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<+ Do not be quick to libel the other man for his sin
might have been forgiven. (Sermon 138)
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As you do, so you will be done by; as you sow, so you
will reap. (Sermon 151)
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Commanding to do good and to abstain from evil are
two characteristics of Allah, the Glorified. (Sermon 154)
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He has declared respect towards Muslims as the
highest of all respects. (Sermon 165)
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& Blessed is the man whose own shortcomings keep him
s away from the shortcomings of others. (Sermon 174)
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“4  The injustice that will not be left unquestioned is the 3
‘:{:: injustice of men towards other men. (Sermon 174) E,
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<+ |f you see any good give your support to it, but if you
i see evil evade it. (Sermon 174)
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% Ask me before you lose me. (Sermon 187) 3,
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% Be resolute in humility being the crown to adorn your
head. (Sermon 190)
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J{'; Allah, the Glorified, makes His Prophets firm in their
“¢  convictions. (Sermon 190)
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<2+ behaviour. (Sermon 190)
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Allah, the Sublime, has made it obligatory upon just
Imams to keep themselves on the level of the poorest
of men. (Sermon 207)
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He made the rights of one man over another one of
His Rights over human beings. (Sermon 214)
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In the eyes of virtuous people, the worst position of
rulers is that it may be thought of them that they are
proud. (Sermon 214)
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<> Be lenient to him who is harsh to you for it is likely
s through this that he will become lenient to you.
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¢ Enliven your heart with good advice. (Letter 31)
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.4 Add a little leniency to the mixture of severity. (Letter 46)
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.:,r It is necessary for you to associate with others and
.. spend on them. Avoid turning away from one another
‘};E and severing mutual relations. (Letter 47)
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i Keep Allah in view in the matter of orphans. Do not
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‘*ii:,:- allow them to go hungry. (Letter 47)
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:1; | advise you to fear Allah and to keep your affairs in }:

. order. (Letter 47)
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“t  The richest treasure that you may covet should be the
3> treasure of good deeds. (Letter 53)

i 'If’ -
<& J?jjj}""' ﬂw 118
&

. 1 - 55" *{ . 1 - L i L] 57
S AR BT EF G Jhe Cladis 5. 4k oy sghil]

{':j Cor s . :

- or b axio 354455y

:jt f.;_.'.f‘_.uiﬁlﬂb/!’f Wr‘lfa.xﬂiuﬁ LAS e U /3:{7
o5

< _ﬁifﬁé:g)iuﬁé
&

<+ Extend to them your forgiveness and pardon, in the
‘g}_ same way as you would like Allah to extend His
{ forgiveness and pardon to you. (Letter 53)
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.t Do not act hastily during anger if you can avoid it.
4 (Letter 53)
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[i Unfasten every knot of hatred in the people. (Letter 53) 6
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+5.  Keep close to the God-fearing and truthful. Then make

.. itclear to them that they should not try to please you
“2 by praising you for actions that you did not perform.
£ (Letter 53)
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“L You should not consider the virtuous and the vicious

o equal in your eyes. (Letter 53)
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& You should avoid self-admiration, pride in what
“c; appears good in yourself and love of exaggerated

<% praise from others. (Letter 53)
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“.  Avoid showing (the existence of) obligation on your ¥
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.. Assign every matter its proper place and do every job g
)z i : (e

*3* at the appropriate time. (Letter 53) 3
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Take lessons from the past for the future. (Letter 69)
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Avoid every action which one likes for his own self but
dislikes for the Muslims in general. (Letter 69)
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Avoid every such action which is performed in secret
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but from which shame is felt in the open. (Letter 69)
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‘g}'_ Do not relay to others all that you hear as fact, for that ",1
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Meet people with pleasantness. (Letter 76)
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Wretched is he who is denied the benefit of wisdom
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and experience. (Letter 78)
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He who adopts greed as a habit devalues himself.
(Saying 2)
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He who discloses his hardships to everyone agrees to
humiliation. (Saying 2)
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The best of companions is submission to Allah’s will.

(Saying 4)
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Wisdom is the noblest heritage. (Saying 4)
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Good manners are fresh clothing. (Saying 4)
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Thinking is a clear mirror. (Saying 4)
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The chest of an intelligent man is the vault of his
secrets. (Saying 5)
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Cheerfulness is the net of friendship. (Saying 5)
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Toleration is the grave of imperfections. (Saying 5)
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He who admires himself excessively becomes disliked
by others. (Saying 6)
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Meet people in such a manner that if you die, they
should weep for you, and if you live, they should long
for you. (Saying 9)
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i When you have gained power over your enemy,
<+ forgive him out of gratitude for the ability to
£  overpower him. (Saying 10)
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*?;5- The most helpless is he who fails to win friends, but
<% still more helpless is he who loses the friends he has
“t  made. (Saying 11)
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: Forgive the shortcomings of considerate people.
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“->>  To relieve the oppressed and provide comfort to the
< grieving is a manner of atoning for great sins. (Saying
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r: He who longs for paradise will forget his desires.
" (Saying 30)
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“t.  For the one who has made fighting his habit, dawn will
“- never follow his night. (Saying 31)
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The best wealth is the relinquishment of desires.
(Saying 34)
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If someone is quick to say about people what they
dislike, they speak of him about that which they do
not know. (Saying 35)
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He who has high hopes ruins his actions. (Saying 36)
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The richest of riches is intelligence. (Saying 38)
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& The tongue of a wise man is behind his heart, and the
heart of a fool is behind his tongue. (Saying 41)

% .

L]

b o

b

e s~ gz 183 &

Lr'.i.h_h'

W

I e T T e e 0 L e L s
wd

B - ;f..': L gre ~l.% :Erm
< [rﬂm&]_cl;’q&g_dé@gmujg REE A543
- -

- e * "'}I
2 a (| 2 s 3 g
¢ e e il ozureds P
; y %
} sl ST EI® :‘:’
i The sin that displeases you in the view of Allah is :’
:}- better than the virtue which makes you proud. ;}
<& (Saying 46) ),
ill:; ;?'J
ot A <R 184 5,
5 o
e (ZONCER TSV NS %

Uﬂl‘q.l

L ]

5 - a!fa-ii;"éc MJJL‘:-AEMJJ@LJI

<> Man is valued according to his courage. (Saying 47)
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The hearts of the people are wild beasts. They will

stoop to whoever tames them. (Saying 50)
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To pardon best befits the one with the most power to

punish. (Saying 52)
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There is no wealth greater than wisdom, and no

poverty greater than ignorance. (Saying 54)

-——-—"Jl‘

<X 189

[”Fwagal-gﬂss’géﬂﬂej
_JL%J;&Q_‘.{}I

There is no heritage like culture. (Saying 54)
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There is no support like consultation. (Saying 54)
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For the wealthy, a strange land is a homeland, and for
the poor, a homeland is a strange land. (Saying 56)
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Contentment is a wealth that cannot diminish. (Saying 57)
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Whoever warns you is like one who gives you good
tidings. (Saying 59)

[A8

i T ,..u--.'z..',f_-_'- pe s S W S Wl S Ll R N "‘"'f
-J iAo ¢ h ""J-.."" e 1‘:.;2 [ J\;.J e J W J.,;A _':*v

_.0-,.\ s oo nce
"’J'-r _{J\- J‘»‘J A .

Lt

Ay
l..L-',
.

D

o)
.
LT
L ]

O
I
U_, oo

I
oy

-z' ';.”U

Lo
UJ'\FU
L

u_,:._u ui.:,.u

o e o 0 e g T L Sy
u‘,l\_u
v

e b o
3

i
“

i Wl S T
%)

; 37

*?'JC ;:.
L

LA
o

uJ S ¥ Sl N
'\JJ L
N
¥

!

bt
L

[

A LT L
-

LN
A

wd
w

[¥]

bW
e

bt
gAs

wl

¥

bt
L]

L %]
Ve

o

i
-lf"i-

Loy Larcslaocelaocslaocslancelaonsian

N
W

C
ﬂ-:..".-:




[1. -

JZ_lol ;jﬂ:uei;iﬂff_mgf.gw

The tongue is a beast; if it is left loose, it devours.
(Saying 60)
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When you are greeted, give better greetings in return.
(Saying 62)
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The people of the world are like travellers being
carried while they sleep. (Saying 64)
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Losing friends means exile. (Saying 65)
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When intelligence increases,

(Saying 71)

speech decreases.
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Whoever places himself as a leader of the people, he
should educate himself before educating others.
(Saying 73)
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Every breath of a man is a step towards his death.
(Saying 74)
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When you cannot tell whether something is good or
bad, look at the onset to understand the outcome.
(Saying 76)
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| like the opinions of an old man more than the
determination of a young man. (Saying 86)
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Hearts tire the same way as bodies tire, so seek
beautiful wisdoms for them. (Saying 91)
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The most worthless knowledge is that which remains
on the tongue and knowledge of the highest value is
that which is evident in the actions of limbs and
organs. (Saying 92)
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.+ The majesty of the Creator in your eyes diminishes
ii your view of the created. (Saying 129)
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¢ A friend is not a true friend unless he affords
s protection to his brother on three occasions: in his
% adversity, in his absence and at his death. (Saying 134)
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% He who gives thanks is not deprived of the increase of
2 favours. (Saying 135)
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The jihad of a woman is to behave well with her
“z% husband. (Saying 136)
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Grief is half of old age. (Saying 143)
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Wealth diminishes by spending, while knowledge
increases with use. (Saying 147)
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Man is concealed under his tongue. (Saying 148)
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He who does not know his own worth is ruined.
(Saying 149)
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Admonish your brother by being kind towards him
and prevent his evil by bestowing on him bounties.
(Saying 158)
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Whoever takes himself to places of disgrace, should
not blame those who have bad opinions of him.
(Saying 159)
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He who considers only his own opinion will perish and
he who consults other people will become a partner
in their wisdom. (Saying 161)
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He who considers various opinions recognises where
the pitfalls are. (Saying 173)
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When you are afraid of something, dive straight into
it. (Saying 175)
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The means to leadership is an open heart. (Saying 176)

(e

[~=1064 <X Ix> 260

Ll 251
-./'/.L-J,J&W,‘,I!g()gﬂl’}/}g K

Punish the wicked by rewarding the righteous.

e

(Saying 177)
u g ayn T T e gy T A5 i i e [} ary O o FS ¥ L L Ly Sk L I N T il oy
SUASTUSTUITIRITUI TRy ST TS ISy
L} L} ¥ L » ] L L] L] L L}

el

12

!'

¥

& -'J

ol
[

Lk

~
L ]

b

O
I
U_, oo

I
oy

g "“’E _,:yu

-~

ui.'u,.u %)
L

'U-,:._U

L
L

o e o 0 e g T L Sy
W

e b o
3

i
L]

i Wl S T
%)

b gl

LA
o

o S LT B N

Wi
A

!

bt
L

A LT L
YN
v

LN
A

wd
w

L S ¥ S Y
et

bW
e

bt
gAs

L
¥

bt
L]

L %]
Ve

o

i
-lf"i-

.. . .~ _ _ .-
X o Sl NI B S 0T R R B T S
= b

-

C
H (9




SRR I I T s U5 I 2 TIT 71 A6 T ' RO Q5 B Qs MO QL5 B Q6 K
% X
k: G syl Mg 261 §
#%?’ = 2 é;{-
I - H e 27 2 ﬁ" & o
Rad VA 1.&-1;&»&@%:,@&1;9”@&1@1 b,
% 8
1I{_'II-: * [ ot - . ?-j
& d;f; P IHZJ LLK}C"J,{L d;£ e 743 &
% - YLt 5"
o 2
o 4 ' A o
., Toremove evil from the heart of others, first remove it &
J} from your own heart. (Saying 178) ;[?{
f-..t:' ‘:‘FJ
'I."s - ;3
A g Lt
- X 262
‘LIE :!.J
4-..'(;.1 g - 7 a - ?{?{
“ e ]Gijﬂd&fﬁd&f.&m i
ek 9
'{?ﬁ_ - - /g - - :;:-
-s:.,(,f:_ﬂﬂ:_..-:_m “[dblﬁ g
) £
ii Stubbornness prevents correct thought and good “:J
« e
< advice. (Saying 179) ';_;-
& 5| e 263
[ P
r: < 6228 £ 5. 2yf 9,
-‘}-]- ['”‘. = }—wyu) l:-:s
L = &3
(IE‘_: - & I“‘)_.,
< Sk JA‘I % S
¢ . | g
4> Greed is endless slavery. (Saying 180) &
#?E-Jt ":-3,"
o FA :'_.1“
gf ki35 AR 264 2.
< %
(3 P - 2P - # F o 5
(.t. = e 5 f,p ﬂ#&, - "'H‘.In - f§ I ‘j'
'*JF:_ [',MU...<9-1_MwTeﬁuﬁﬁjtu!MﬁéHWﬁ 5’
('ll": - -, = 5 e '.J)
D e GBS s bl S f K S &
l.{'li ‘;_,
“<; The result of negligence is embarrassment, and the S
“E} result of caution and foresight is security. (Saying 181) :['?:,
ab s
oy 1 T Nl T, i 1 s ) o e e 1 . L] e g ryn T g 8 i o -.{'l"'
60,5 i 4o e 0 a0 i o | ol i 0 i /0 e 0 A i T




Srls SXlaze 265

NI B ED FUIC R CIEATR Egy
[AH s
CF}UJJK&WJ[JLLWIJ}‘VL i-"-‘L'a:*[v":.G

AT AIBNET

There is no good in silence when you have words of
wisdom just as there is no good in speaking in
ignorance. (Saying 182)
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This (rubbish dump) is what the misers were stingy
about. (Saying 195)
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Wealth that is a source of instruction and advice for
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you has not been wasted. (Saying 196)
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If someone is not grateful for your good deeds, this
should not prevent you from doing good. (Saying 204)
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He who takes account of his own self profits and he
who neglects it loses. (Saying 208)
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Generosity is the guardian of honour and dignity.
(Saying 211)
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& The tree whose trunk is soft has thick branches.
‘% (Saying 214)
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In changing circumstances, the essence of individuals
unfolds. (Saying 217)
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“+ The envy of a friend is an affliction in love and
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“-  Most stumbles of intelligence are caused by lightning
- flashes of greed. (Saying 219)
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‘E Humility brings blessings. (Saying 224)
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He who is sorrowful for the world is displeased with
the judgements of Allah. (Saying 228)

[Fracn S l’ééu'gLZi
ﬂ..:;ujﬂdﬁfaﬁlbiﬁ;l:ﬂ&dfd?;&fﬁ

There is no better kingdom than contentment, and no
blessing better than goodness of character. (Saying
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> He who gives with his weak hand receives from a
powerful hand. (Saying 232)
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The wise is one who puts things in their proper time
and place. (Saying 235)
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come, on the day which is already here. (Saying 267)
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Love your friend up to a limit, for it is possible that he
may turn into your enemy someday. Hate your enemy
up to a limit, for it is possible that he may turn into
your friend someday. (Saying 268)
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Do not turn your knowledge into ignorance or your
certainty into doubt. When you know, act; and when
you are certain, proceed. (Saying 274).
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In the past, | had a brother in faith... (who) was free
from being ruled by his stomach. (Saying 289)
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You should know that acquiring a part is better than
giving up the whole. (Saying 289)
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‘L Even if Allah had not warned of chastisement for
“.; those disobedient to Him, it would be obligatory by

.« way of gratefulness for His favours that He should not
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: be disobeyed. (Saying 290)
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How many lessons there are, but how few are those
who learn from them. (Saying 297)
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The poor man is the messenger of Allah. Whoever
denies him, denies Allah and whoever gives to him,
gives to Allah. (Saying 304)
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There is not a watchman better than death. (Saying 306)
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.+ To praise more than deserved is sycophancy. To praise
“t  less than deserved is either because of an inability to
£ speak or envy. (Saying 347)
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+ The most serious sin is that which the doer considers
<t light. (Saying 348)
r‘-

<X L6072 <Rl 325
£ rraegSs) E;@ﬂi&&lﬁ‘@w@diﬁw

-

y eSSl e WE Fy st 12
< dd s

“¢  One who examines his own faults will not have the
£ opportunity to find faults in others. (Saying 349)
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fool. (Saying 349)

of the world. (Saying 349)
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He who views the faults of others and disapproves of
them, and then accepts them in himself is a complete

<Xtz 331

H :ﬂ = 3‘. f;-’f -
Sty B G2 25 @it 53 G KT oA

[FM o ]

i t‘;;jﬁ,{: Ly (j'dﬁﬂ?ur:_ %}L a:&j;.:.ry‘f?

He who remembers death a lot is satisfied with a little
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He who knows that his speech is a part of his actions
does not speak except when it has some purpose.
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% The biggest fault is to find fault with others regarding
¢ thatwhich is present in yourself. (Saying 353)
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*:{n: Do not think badly of someone’s remarks if you can :‘;‘*

<+ find even a little good in it. (Saying 360)
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“; If one wishes to protect his dignity, he should avoid
<& quarrels. (Saying 362)
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To make haste before the proper time or to delay
when an opportunity presents, both are stupidity.
(Saying 363)
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Learning lessons provides warning and counsel.
(Saying 365)
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It is sufficient for improving your self that you avoid
what you consider bad for others. (Saying 365)
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<+ Miserliness contains all other vices. (Saying 378)
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Whoever is in search of something will get all or some
of it.

(Saying 386)
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-4 The world is divided into two types of days; there are
“t  days which are for you and days which are against
< you. When the day is for you, do not be proud and
-t when it is against you, then have patience. (Saying 396)

5
; 2
a o~ <Xtz 351
& - e | = LI - - 3 g
[r%“g]‘ém;fit;d}géﬁbﬁ;’?@b
& NI pr o w5k B

¢t Put aside your pride, give up arrogance, and

<~ remember your grave. (Saying 398)
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< Positions of power are testing grounds for people.
“t  (Saying 442)
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<> Allah did not make it obligatory on the ignorant to
-+ learn until after He made it obligatory on the learned
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When a believer shames his brother, this will lead to
<& parting from him. (Saying 480)
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Preface
XK

The compilation of the selected words of
Imam Ali was completed by the accomplished scholar
Sayed Razi in 400 A.H. This collection consists of 238
sermons, 79 letters and 480 short sayings of Imam Ali
and became the book named Nahjul Balagha. Since
then, numerous scholars have written commentaries
on the Nahjul Balagha and this continues until today.
The widely respected 13'™ Century Sunni scholar
Ibn-e-Abil-Hadid who wrote twenty volumes of Nahjul
Balagha commentary, notes regarding Sermon 218,

“In fifty years, | have re-read this sermon a
thousand times.”

Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib was the Prophet
Muhammed’s Af- loyal cousin, trusted companion
and unmatched student. During his life time he
continuously preached widely the message of Allah
and His Prophet. He became the door of knowledge
through which to reach the Prophet and thus to attain
nearness to Allah. This deep concentration on
spreading this message led to Prophet Muhammad
Adiz himself saying,

“I am the city of knowledge and Ali is its gate,
and | am the house of wisdoms and Aliis its
gate.”




Imam Ali (as.) also proclaimed,

“I did not put off war even for a day, except in
the hope that some group may join me, find
guidance through me and see my light with
their weak eyes.” [Nahjul Balagha,Sermon55].

The clear wisdom enclosed in the words of
Nahjul Balagha has held a uniquely widespread
appeal through the times, as can be seen in the
following quotes.

“The universe of the Nahjul Balagha includes
numerous worlds: the world of zuhd
(abstinence, piety) and tagwa (God-fearing),
the world of ibadah (worship, devotion) and
irfan (mystic knowledge), the world of hikmah
(wisdom) and philosophy, the world of moral
preaching and guidance, the world of
eschatology  (malahim)  and mysteries
(mughayyabat), the world of politics and social
responsibilities, the world of heroism and
braverv." [Shaheed Mutaohhari, Glimpses of Nahjul
Balaghal.

“Valiant in battle, wise in counsel, eloquent in
speech, true to his friends, magnanimous to his
foes, he became both the paragon of Muslim
nobility and chivalry and the Solomon of Arabic
tradition, around whose name poems,
proverbs, sermonettes and  anecdotes
innumerable have clustered.” [Phillip KuriHitti
(Professor of Semitic Languages at Princeton University),
History of the Arabs, London, 1964, p.183].

“As for this young Ali (a.s.), one cannot help but
like him. A noble-minded creature as he shows
himself, now and always afterwards, full of
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affection, of fiery daring. Something chivalrous
in him; brave as a lion; yet with a grace, a truth
and affection worthy of Christian knighthood.”
[Thomas Carlyle- Scottish historian, critic and sociological
writer, On Heroes, Hero-Waorship, and the Heroic in History,
1841.]

“People are of two kinds: either they are your
brothers in religion or equals in humanity.” [kofi
Annan, the General Secretary of the United Nations, in his
speechof December 1997 quoted from Letter 53].

The samples of opinion above aim to display
the enduring value of the words contained within
Nahjul Balagha. This humble contribution towards the
recognition of Nahjul Balagha presents 365 sayings of
Imam Ali as nuggets of wisdom for the journey
through life. If we are able to reflect on these words
and then to apply them to our lives, there is the
chance to direct ourselves towards success in
numerous facets. It is Imam Ali himself, at the
moment when he was struck with the fatal blow of a
sword, whilst in prostration, cried out to the night sky,

“By the Lord of the Kaaba, | am successful.”

Through the times, people of different races
and religions have found the wisdom of Imam Ali to
have a distinct bearing on their daily life. With the aid
of the Nahjul Balagha, we hope this book aids your
search for spiritual awakening.

Markaz e Afkar-e-Islami
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I am among you like a lamp in the darkness.
(Sermon 7185)
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